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SNS FiRe CONFERENCE ANNOUNCES KHOSLA LOOKING TO SOLAR THERMAL 
AS FUTURE OF ELECTRIC POWER 
 
SAN DIEGO, California – June 4, 2008 – Vinod Khosla, Founder of Khosla Ventures, hailed 
solar thermal technologies as the future of alternative utility scale energy during a keynote talk at 
the SNS Future in Review (FiRe) 2008 technology conference, held May 20-23.  
 
Khosla cited the availability of solar, its low startup costs, scalability, and high productivity as 
factors behind the industry’s imminent success, while simultaneously respecting the rapidly 
growing distributed generation market of PV, which he clarifies as being a different market. 
Solar thermal is utility-scale, while PV is a rapidly growing distributed generation market. 
 
One particularly attractive feature of solar thermal technology is the relatively small landmass 
needed for its implementation. “That’s all the area that would be needed to supply all the electric 
power in the U.S. - one small 100-mile x 100-mile area in Nevada,” Khosla said, pointing to a 
map of the U.S. featuring a small square in the Southwest corner. 
 
Vinod Khosla was a Co-Founder of Daisy Systems, Founding CEO of Sun Microsystems, and 
Partner at Kleiner Perkins before starting Khosla Ventures. He holds a Bachelor of Technology 
degree in Electrical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology in New Delhi, a 
master’s degree in Biomedical Engineering from Carnegie Mellon University, and an MBA from 
the Stanford Graduate School of Business.  
 
“Vinod Khosla brings a great combination of original thinking and research, and straightforward 
vision, to this complex energy issue. Enhanced solar will be the ultimate answer to global 
requirements,” says Mark Anderson, Chair of FiRe and CEO of parent company Strategic News 
Service.  
 
 
The Strategic News Service (SNS) Letter is the most accurate predictive newsletter in computing and 
communications. The Economist has named Future in Review as “the best technology conference in the world.”  
 
Strategic News Service and Future in Review are registered international trademarks. 
Websites: www.futureinreview.com, www.stratnews.com 
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